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In 1947, a time in which few New Orleans-based architects were designing modern architecture, Arthur Q.
Davis (b. 1920) and his partner Nathaniel C. Curtis established their practice in the city. The Curtis and
Davis firm is best known for designing the city's iconic Louisiana Superdome and such modernist landmarks
as New Orleans's Rivergate Exhibition Center, the Hyatt Regency and Marriott hotels, and the Milton K.
Latter Library. Davis has designed public and private works commissioned throughout the United States as
well as in Saudi Arabia, Germany, Egypt, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom. Davis's firm has
received more than fifty awards for design excellence and, at age thirty-eight, Davis was made the youngest
Fellow of the American Institute of Architects.

It Happened by Design provides an affecting and thorough narrative of Davis's life and achievements. After
serving in the Navy during World War II, Davis graduated from Harvard University's School of Design on
the G.I. Bill, studying with Bauhaus school founder Walter Gropius. In this book, Davis explains how he
fused Creole and Beaux-Arts ideas together, filtering those concepts through modernist aesthetics to create
new forms while preserving the old.

The book shows Davis challenging the architectural status quo during the Cold War and beyond. Whether
discussing the politics of building in postwar Berlin, Vodou masters in the Caribbean, or struggles to
modernize the skyline of his beloved New Orleans, Davis crafts a narrative with wit and insight. An
introductory essay by J. Richard Gruber places Davis's work in the context of American architecture and
provides a thorough summation of the architect's oeuvre.
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From reader reviews:

Lester Jaworski:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled It Happened by Design: The Life and Work of Arthur Q. Davis.
Try to face the book It Happened by Design: The Life and Work of Arthur Q. Davis as your close friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than
ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this
book.

David Musick:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take It Happened by Design: The Life and Work of
Arthur Q. Davis as the daily resource information.

Christopher Patterson:

The book It Happened by Design: The Life and Work of Arthur Q. Davis will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book It Happened by Design: The Life and Work of
Arthur Q. Davis is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Wanda Jacobsen:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.
It is known as of book It Happened by Design: The Life and Work of Arthur Q. Davis. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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