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In the Middle Ages, Muslim travelers embarked on a rihla, or world tour, as surveyors, emissaries, and
educators. On these journeys, voyagers not only interacted with foreign cultures—touring Greek civilization,
exploring the Middle East and North Africa, and seeing parts of Europe—they also established both
philosophical and geographic boundaries between the faithful and the heathen. These voyages thus gave the
Islamic world, which at the time extended from the Maghreb to the Indus Valley, a coherent identity.

Islam and Travel in the Middle Ages assesses both the religious and philosophical aspects of travel, as well
as the economic and cultural conditions that made the rihla possible. Houari Touati tracks the compilers of
the hadith who culled oral traditions linked to the prophet, the linguists and lexicologists who journeyed to
the desert to learn Bedouin Arabic, the geographers who mapped the Muslim world, and the students who
ventured to study with holy men and scholars. Travel, with its costs, discomforts, and dangers, emerges in
this study as both a means of spiritual growth and a metaphor for progress. Touati’s book will interest a
broad range of scholars in history, literature, and anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Dupre:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Islam and
Travel in the Middle Ages is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jeanne Newman:

This book untitled Islam and Travel in the Middle Ages to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is
no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Devin Glass:

Often the book Islam and Travel in the Middle Ages has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research
prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this
book.

Julie Berkey:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Islam and Travel in the Middle Ages to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and studying
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book
Islam and Travel in the Middle Ages can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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