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Between 279 and 229 B.C., the Aitolian koinon, a federation of mountain cantons in west central Greece,
expanded to incorporate many of the neighboring lands and peoples lying between the Adriatic and Aegean
Seas. This new political configuration contributed to the development of modern systems of federal
democracy based on proportional representation. Despite these institutional advances, the Aitolians and their
polity are reviled in the ancient historical tradition, which views them as backward, semi-barbarous brigands.

The Politics of Plunder is the first English-language book in over a century to examine the political history
of the Aitolian koinon in its era of expansion. Joseph Scholten presents a chronological reconstruction of the
koinon's course of expansion, synthesizing a number of recent studies covering Aitolian topography,
epigraphy, and institutional development that help to compensate for deficiencies in the ancient narrative
record. His study is the first to ask how a people and a polity so detested by their contemporaries succeeded
in making such fundamental contributions to their regional political culture.

Scholten's careful investigation charts a middle course that neither whitewashes the Aitolians nor credulously
accepts the biased ancient tradition. This balanced approach provides a much-needed fresh perspective on the
Aitolians and their koinon. Discussing the history of the ancient Aegean Greek world and the political,
economic, and social history of the Hellenistic Era, this book will interest anyone concerned with those
subjects or fascinated by the development of ancient Greek political institutions and theories, particularly
federalism.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob Keys:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The Politics of Plunder: Aitolians and their Koinon in the Early Hellenistic Era,
279-217 B.C. (Hellenistic Culture and Society) book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with The Politics of Plunder:
Aitolians and their Koinon in the Early Hellenistic Era, 279-217 B.C. (Hellenistic Culture and Society)
content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Politics of Plunder:
Aitolians and their Koinon in the Early Hellenistic Era, 279-217 B.C. (Hellenistic Culture and Society) is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Frank Monroe:

Often the book The Politics of Plunder: Aitolians and their Koinon in the Early Hellenistic Era, 279-217 B.C.
(Hellenistic Culture and Society) will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author
style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you.
The book The Politics of Plunder: Aitolians and their Koinon in the Early Hellenistic Era, 279-217 B.C.
(Hellenistic Culture and Society) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from
the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Patricia Ackermann:

The reserve with title The Politics of Plunder: Aitolians and their Koinon in the Early Hellenistic Era, 279-
217 B.C. (Hellenistic Culture and Society) includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a
lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Laura Burnham:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare time
coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading guides. It can
be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is The Politics of
Plunder: Aitolians and their Koinon in the Early Hellenistic Era, 279-217 B.C. (Hellenistic Culture and
Society).
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