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Composed over the course of 16 years, John Cage's Diary: How to Improve the World (You Will Only Make
Matters Worse) is one of his most prescient and personal works. A repository of observations, anecdotes,
obsessions, jokes and koan like stories, the diary registers Cage's assessment of the times in which he lived
as well as his often uncanny predictions about the world we live in now. With a great sense of play as well as
purpose, Cage traverses vast territory, from postwar music to Watergate, from domestic minutiae to ideas on
how to feed the world.
Typing on an IBM Selectric, Cage used chance operations to determine not only the word count and the
application of various typefaces but also the number of letters per line, the patterns of indentation and--in the
case of Part Three (published as a Great Bear pamphlet by Something Else Press)--color. The beautiful and
unusual visual variances become almost musical as the physicality of the language on the page suggests the
sonic. This first complete hardcover edition collects all eight parts Cage originally published in A Year from
Monday, M and X. Coeditors Kraft and Biel have consulted these publications along with Cage's original
manuscripts, and--with the Great Bear pamphlet as a guide--they have used chance operations to render the
entire text in various combinations of red and blue as well as apply a set of 18 typefaces to the entire work.
Composer, philosopher, writer and artist, John Cage (1912-92) is one of the most influential figures of the
20th century. A pioneer in extending the boundaries of music, often composing works through chance
operations, Cage also had an extraordinary impact on dance, poetry, performance and visual art.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Toups:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed John Cage: Diary:
How to Improve the World (You Will Only Make Matters Worse)? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Jose Said:

The experience that you get from John Cage: Diary: How to Improve the World (You Will Only Make
Matters Worse) may be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you
get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but John Cage: Diary: How to
Improve the World (You Will Only Make Matters Worse) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of John Cage: Diary: How to Improve the World
(You Will Only Make Matters Worse) instantly.

Nicholas Thiede:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be examine. John Cage: Diary: How to Improve the World (You Will Only Make
Matters Worse) can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time
problems.

Gloria Quinones:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
listing in your reading list is actually John Cage: Diary: How to Improve the World (You Will Only Make
Matters Worse). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning
out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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