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Why is the manatee just as imperiled today as it was 40 years ago?

"The best available, most factual account of the decades-long struggle to protect the Florida manatee,
skillfully told by a veteran journalist who has followed the story closely. I’ve been involved in this
controversy for over 30 years, and I learned countless things about it that I never knew!"--Daryl Domning,
National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution

"The Florida legislature gave the manatee its own license plate, and Jimmy Buffet sang poetic lyrics about
the iconic creature, but Craig Pittman offers a whole new perspective--the manatee as battleground. With a
cast of characters including environmentalists and biologists, developers and boaters, lawyers and lobbyists,
politicians and shady citizens, Manatee Insanity is a colorful work of non-fiction."--Keith Rizzardi, South
Florida Water Management District

Loveable or loathed? Poster child for conservation efforts or impediment to development? Nuisance or in
need of protection? For the past two decades, the quiet manatee has been a flash point of frequent
environmental debates.

Included on the very first endangered species list issued in 1967, the docile creatures have stirred curiosity
and passions for more than a hundred years. They are Florida's most famous endangered species, as well as
its most controversial. Manatees appear on hundreds of license plates, attract hordes of tourists, and expose
the uneasy relationships between science and the law and between freedom and responsibility like no other
animal.

As passions have flared and resentments have grown, the battle over manatee protection has evolved into a
war, and no reporter has followed the story more closely than Craig Pittman. He’s flown with scientists
trying to count manatees from overhead. He’s been on the water with the leader of the biggest pro-boater
group. He's observed biologists dissecting the animals and politicians discussing their fate.

Manatee Insanity provides the first in-depth history of the attempts to provide legal protection for the
manatee. Along the way, Pittman takes a close look at the major and minor players in the dispute, from
Jacques-Yves Cousteau to Jeb Bush, from Jimmy Buffett to O. J. Simpson, from a popular children's book
author to a federal lawman who dressed in a gorilla suit for the ultimate undercover assignment.

A volume in the Florida History and Culture Series, edited by Raymond Arsenault and Gary R. Mormino
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Wolff:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled
Manatee Insanity: Inside the War over Florida's Most Famous Endangered Species? Maybe it is for being
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Coleman Bailey:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Manatee Insanity: Inside the War over
Florida's Most Famous Endangered Species book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Greg Butler:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Manatee Insanity: Inside the War over Florida's Most Famous
Endangered Species as the daily resource information.

Glenn Herrera:

You may get this Manatee Insanity: Inside the War over Florida's Most Famous Endangered Species by visit
the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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