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The 651 tunes presented in this book represent an important segment of the musical heritage of North
America and comprise what may well be the largest collection of Anglo-Celtic -American instrumental folk
music. Tunes brought over by the first settlers from England, Germany, Scotland, and Ireland remained
essentially unchanged -despite many variations- in the less accessible parts of Pennsylvania, thus preserving
a musical tradition that stretches from colonial times to the recent past. The advent of electronic media and
automotive transport brought an end to the isolation that sustained that tradition, and today its music is being
diluted and homogenized through outside influences.Professor Bayard began collecting tunes in
southwestern Pennsylvania in 1928 by listening to local fiddlers and fifers and transcribing what they played
into standard musical notation by ear. His later collecting was aided by the addition of a tape recorder in
1948. The tunes he collected , along with those furnished by his associates in this project, were then sorted
and organized into the present collection of 651 (some with as many as 25 versions) and annotated with the
aid of leading authorities and published sources.The book starts with an introduction describing the general
character of the tunes, the playing techniques of the fiddlers and fifers, and the circumstances in which the
tunes were played. A note on the treatment of the music explains how tunes were used for different purposes
(various dance and march steps, for example) through rhythmic modifications, and also details how fingering
in traditional fiddling is related to key and pitch. The 651 tunes, arranged roughly by function (i.e., by the
most type of dance with which they are most often associated) are each labeled to show whether they were
played on the fiddle, the fife, or both, and each tune version is identified by when, from whom, and by whom
it was collected. An appendix connects the Pennsylvania tunes to other ones by giving transcriptions of 44
related tunes from Missouri, Indiana, Massachusetts, Prince Edward's Island, and County Cork, Ireland.
Biographical sketches of the performers, a list of sources and an index of tune titles conclude the book.The
authentic tunes of the Bayard collection will be invaluable both to the folklorists and to composers,
performers, or students of music who seek understanding of the American idiom. Notes following each of
the transcriptions link the tunes to others of Anglo-Celtic provenance, as well as to continental European
airs.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Gonzalez:

Here thing why this kind of Dance to the Fiddle--March to the Fife: Instrumental Folk Tunes in Pennsylvania
are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the
content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Dance to the Fiddle--March to the Fife:
Instrumental Folk Tunes in Pennsylvania giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Dance to the Fiddle--March to the Fife:
Instrumental Folk Tunes in Pennsylvania. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Dance to the Fiddle--March to the Fife:
Instrumental Folk Tunes in Pennsylvania in e-book can be your alternative.

Thomas Welty:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to your account is Dance to the Fiddle--March to the Fife: Instrumental Folk Tunes in
Pennsylvania this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of
you.

Sherrill Height:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Dance to the Fiddle--
March to the Fife: Instrumental Folk Tunes in Pennsylvania which is having the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's view.

Luis Hahn:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. By the book Dance to the Fiddle--March to the Fife: Instrumental Folk Tunes in Pennsylvania we



can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a
book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at
this time book Dance to the Fiddle--March to the Fife: Instrumental Folk Tunes in Pennsylvania. You can
more pleasing than now.
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