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Most communists, as any plains state patriot would have told you in the 1950s, lived in Los Angeles or New
York City, not Minot, North Dakota. The Cold War as it played out across the Great Plains was not the Cold
War of the American cities and coasts. Nor was it tempered much by midwestern isolationism, as common
wisdom has it. In this book, David W. Mills offers an enlightening look at what most of the heartland was up
to while America was united in its war on Reds. Cold War in a Cold Land adopts a regional perspective to
develop a new understanding of a critical chapter in the nation’s history.

Marx himself had no hope that landholding farmers would rise up as communist revolutionaries. So it should
come as no surprise that in places like South Dakota, where 70 percent of the population owned land and
worked for themselves, people didn’t take the threat of internal subversion very seriously. Mills plumbs the
historical record to show how residents of the plains states—while deeply patriotic and supportive of the
nation’s foreign policy—responded less than enthusiastically to national anticommunist programs. Only
South Dakota, for example, adopted a loyalty oath, and it was fervently opposed throughout the state. Only
Montana, prodded by one state legislator, formed an investigation committee—one that never investigated
anyone and was quickly disbanded. Plains state people were, however, “highly churched” and
enthusiastically embraced federal attempts to use religion as a bulwark against atheistic communist ideology.
Even more enthusiastic was the Great Plains response to the military buildup that accompanied Cold War
politics, as the construction of airbases and missile fields brought untold economic benefits to the region.

A much-needed, nuanced account of how average citizens in middle America experienced Cold War politics
and policies, Cold War in a Cold Land is a significant addition to the history of both the Cold War and the
Great Plains.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Morgan:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Cold War in a Cold Land: Fighting
Communism on the Northern Plains. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look
for the internet sources or other social media.

Alan Fan:

Typically the book Cold War in a Cold Land: Fighting Communism on the Northern Plains will bring you to
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you
try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Cold War in a Cold Land: Fighting
Communism on the Northern Plains is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book
from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Anh Huckaby:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is
this Cold War in a Cold Land: Fighting Communism on the Northern Plains.

Debbie Yarborough:

The book untitled Cold War in a Cold Land: Fighting Communism on the Northern Plains contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can please
read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.
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