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Three quarters of the United States' bird and plant extinctions have occurred in Hawaii, and one third of the
country's threatened and endangered birds and plants reside within the state. Yet despite these alarming
statistics, all is not lost: There are still 12,000 extant species unique to the archipelago and new species are
discovered every year. In Restoring Paradise: Rethinking and Rebuilding Nature in Hawai'i, Robert Cabin
shows why current attempts to preserve Hawaii's native fauna and flora require embracing the emerging
paradigm of ecological restoration the science and art of assisting the recovery of degraded species and
ecosystems and creating more meaningful and sustainable relationships between people and nature.

Cabin's extensive experience as a research ecologist and applied practitioner enables him to provide a rare,
behind-the-scenes look at successful and inspiring restoration programs. In Part 1 he recounts Hakalau Forest
National Wildlife Refuge's efforts to restore thousands of acres of degraded pasture on the island of Hawai'i
back to the native rain forests that once dominated the area and sheltered native birds now on the brink of
extinction. Along the way, he presents an overview of Hawaiian natural and cultural history, biogeography,
and evolutionary biology. Following chapters look at restoration work underway by the U.S. Park Service to
reestablish native species within the vast Hawai'i Volcanoes National Park; by a charismatic scientist and
dedicated volunteers to restore the native forests of Auwahi on the southern slopes of Haleakala; and by the
Limahuli branch of Kauai's National Tropical Botanical Garden to revive a thousand-year-old taro
plantation. To investigate the compelling and often conflicting philosophies and strategies of those involved
in restoration, Cabin opens Part 3 with interview excerpts from a cross-section of Hawaii's environmental
community. He concludes with a provocative and insightful discussion of the contentious, evolving
relationship between humans and nature and the power and limitations of science within and beyond Hawaii.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Hart:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Restoring Paradise: Rethinking and Rebuilding Nature in
Hawaii.

Beverly Barber:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Restoring
Paradise: Rethinking and Rebuilding Nature in Hawaii suitable to you? The particular book was written by
well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Restoring Paradise: Rethinking and Rebuilding Nature
in Hawaiiis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know
before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this book.

Lindsay Washington:

Restoring Paradise: Rethinking and Rebuilding Nature in Hawaii can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Restoring Paradise:
Rethinking and Rebuilding Nature in Hawaii however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Cheri Tow:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal
with may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Restoring Paradise: Rethinking and
Rebuilding Nature in Hawaii why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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