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They started with four: earth, air, fire, and water. From these basics, they sought to understand the essential
ingredients of the world. Those who could see further, those who understood that the four were just the
beginning, were the last sorcerers â€" and the worldâ€™s first chemists.

What we now call chemistry began in the fiery cauldrons of mystics and sorcerers seeking not to make a
better world through science, but rather to make themselves richer through magic formulas and con games.
But among these early magicians, frauds, and con artists were a few far-seeing â€œalchemistsâ€ who,
through rigorous experimentation, transformed mysticism into science.

By the 18th century the building blocks of nature, the elements of which all matter is composed, were on the
verge of being discovery. Initially, it was not easy to determine whether a substance really was an element.
Was water just water, plain and simple? Or could it be the sum of other (unknown and maybe unknowable)
parts? And if water was made up of other substances, how could it be broken down into discreet,
fundamental, and measurable components?

Scientific historians generally credit the great 18th century French chemist Antoine Lavoisier with
addressing these fundamental questions and ultimately modernizing the field of chemistry. Through his
meticulous and precise work this chaotic new field of scientific inquiry was given order. Exacting by nature,
Lavoisier painstakingly set about performing experiments that would provide lasting and verifiable proofs of
various chemical theories. Unfortunately, the outspoken Lavoisier eventually lost his head in the Terror, but
others would follow his lead, carefully examining, measuring, and recording their findings.

As the field slowly progressed, another pioneer was to emerged almost 100 years later. Dimitri Mendeleev,
an eccentric genius who cut his flowing hair and beard but once a year, sought to answer the most pressing
questions that remained to chemists: Why did some elements have properties that resembled those of others?
Were there certain natural groups of elements? And, if so, how many, and what elements fit into them? It
was Mendeleev who finally addressed all these issues when he constructed the first Periodic Table in the late
1800s.

But between and after Lavoisier and Mendeleev were a host of other colorful, brilliant scientists who made
their mark on the field of chemistry. Depicting the lively careers of these scientists and their contributions
while carefully deconstructing the history and the science, author Richard Morris skillfully brings it all to
life. Hailed by Kirkus Reviews as a â€œclear and lively writer with a penchant for down-to-earth examplesâ€
Morrisâ€™s gift for explanation â€" and pure entertainment â€" is abundantly obvious. Taking a cue from
the great chemists themselves, Morris has brewed up a potent combination of the alluringly obscure and the
historically momentous, spiked with just the right dose of quirky and ribald detail to deliver a magical brew
of history, science, and personalities.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Cyr:

The book The Last Sorcerers: The Path from Alchemy to the Periodic Table give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book
The Last Sorcerers: The Path from Alchemy to the Periodic Table to be your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like available and read a book The Last Sorcerers: The Path from Alchemy to
the Periodic Table. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Jennifer Howard:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One
of them is this The Last Sorcerers: The Path from Alchemy to the Periodic Table.

Lynette Cavanaugh:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This reserve The Last Sorcerers: The Path from Alchemy to the Periodic Table was
filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Kenneth Rogers:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the
book The Last Sorcerers: The Path from Alchemy to the Periodic Table we can consider more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the
best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book The Last Sorcerers: The
Path from Alchemy to the Periodic Table. You can more attractive than now.
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