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Joel S. Migdal revisits the approach U.S. officials have adopted toward the Middle East since World War II,
which paid scant attention to tectonic shifts in the region. After the war, the United States did not restrict its
strategic model to the Middle East. Beginning with Harry S. Truman, American presidents applied a uniform
strategy rooted in the country's Cold War experience in Europe to regions across the globe, designed to
project America into nearly every corner of the world while limiting costs and overreach.

The approach was simple: find a local power that could play Great Britain's role in Europe after the war,
sharing the burden of exercising power, and establish a security alliance along the lines of NATO. Yet
regional changes following the creation of Israel, the Free Officers Coup in Egypt, the rise of Arab
nationalism from 1948 to 1952, and, later, the Iranian Revolution and the Egypt-Israel peace treaty in 1979
complicated this project. Migdal shows how insufficient attention to these key transformations led to a series
of missteps and misconceptions in the twentieth century. With the Arab uprisings of 2009 through 2011
prompting another major shift, Migdal sees an opportunity for the United States to deploy a new, more
workable strategy, and he concludes with a plan for gaining a stable foothold in the region.
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From reader reviews:

John Charlie:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about
the person who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they
found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Shifting Sands: The United
States in the Middle East.

Robert Knight:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for people. The book Shifting Sands: The United States in the Middle East was making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The guide Shifting Sands: The United States in the Middle East is not only giving you
far more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book Shifting Sands: The United
States in the Middle East. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

William Wood:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Shifting Sands: The United
States in the Middle East that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Shifting Sands: The United States in the Middle East
become your own starter.

Nicole Williams:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Shifting Sands: The United States in the Middle East provide you with new experience in studying a book.
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