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It is said to be the most frequently spoken (or typed) word on the planet, more common than an infant's first
word ma or the ever-present beverage Coke. It was even the first word spoken on the moon. It is "OK"--the
most ubiquitous and invisible of American expressions, one used countless times every day. Yet few of us
know the hidden history of OK--how it was coined, what it stood for, and the amazing extent of its influence.

Allan Metcalf, a renowned popular writer on language, here traces the evolution of America's most popular
word, writing with brevity and wit, and ranging across American history with colorful portraits of the nooks
and crannies in which OK survived and prospered. He describes how OK was born as a lame joke in a
newspaper article in 1839--used as a supposedly humorous abbreviation for "oll korrect" (ie, "all correct")--
but should have died a quick death, as most clever coinages do. But OK was swept along in a nineteenth-
century fad for abbreviations, was appropriated by a presidential campaign (one of the candidates being
called "Old Kinderhook"), and finally was picked up by operators of the telegraph. Over the next century and
a half, it established a firm toehold in the American lexicon, and eventually became embedded in pop
culture, from the "I'm OK, You're OK" of 1970's transactional analysis, to Ned Flanders' absurd "Okeley
Dokeley!" Indeed, OK became emblematic of a uniquely American attitude, and is one of our most
successful global exports.

"An appealing and informative history of OK."
--Washington Post Book World

"After reading Metcalf's book, it's easy to accept his claim that OK is 'America's greatest word.'"
--Erin McKean, Boston Globe

"Entertaininga treat for logophiles."
--Kirkus Reviews

"Metcalf makes you acutely aware of how ubiquitous and vital the word has become."
--Jeremy McCarter, Newsweek
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From reader reviews:

Gary Rose:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide OK: The Improbable Story of
America's Greatest Word will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book
with you?

Rita Hackett:

The ability that you get from OK: The Improbable Story of America's Greatest Word may be the more deep
you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but OK: The Improbable Story of America's Greatest Word giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through
anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this OK: The Improbable Story
of America's Greatest Word instantly.

Carol Witt:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take OK: The Improbable Story of America's Greatest
Word as your daily resource information.

Antonio Mock:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this OK: The Improbable Story of America's Greatest Word can make you



sense more interested to read.
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