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Media attention can play a profound role in whether or not officials act on a policy issue, but how policy
issues make the news in the first place has remained a puzzle. Why do some issues go viral and then just as
quickly fall off the radar? How is it that the media can sustain public interest for months in a complex story
like negotiations over Obamacare while ignoring other important issues in favor of stories on “balloon boy?”
           
With Making the News, Amber Boydstun offers an eye-opening look at the explosive patterns of media
attention that determine which issues are brought before the public. At the heart of her argument is the
observation that the media have two modes: an “alarm mode” for breaking stories and a “patrol mode” for
covering them in greater depth. While institutional incentives often initiate alarm mode around a story, they
also propel news outlets into the watchdog-like patrol mode around its policy implications until the next big
news item breaks. What results from this pattern of fixation followed by rapid change is skewed coverage of
policy issues, with a few receiving the majority of media attention while others receive none at all. Boydstun
documents this systemic explosiveness and skew through analysis of media coverage across policy issues,
including in-depth looks at the waxing and waning of coverage around two issues: capital punishment and
the “war on terror.”
           
Making the News shows how the seemingly unpredictable day-to-day decisions of the newsroom produce
distinct patterns of operation with implications—good and bad—for national politics.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Kelsey:

This Making the News: Politics, the Media, and Agenda Setting tend to be reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Making the News: Politics, the Media, and Agenda
Setting can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining
food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Making the News: Politics, the Media, and Agenda Setting forcing you to have
an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Glenn Bail:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
entire day to reading a reserve. The book Making the News: Politics, the Media, and Agenda Setting it is
very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides
high quality.

Ella Nebel:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication
that need more time to be examine. Making the News: Politics, the Media, and Agenda Setting can be your
answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Mark Malek:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book Making the News:
Politics, the Media, and Agenda Setting. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed
book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that,
you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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