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Old master paintings are now considered to be the most valuable and prestigious of the visual arts, and the
best examples command the highest prices of any luxury commodity. In this series of lectures Jonathan
Brown tells in vivid detail the story of the rise of painting to this exalted status. The result is an exciting
narrative of greed and passion, played out against a background of international politics and intrigue. This
book, which is an essay in cultural and art history, is completed by a postscript showing why important old
master paintings have now virtually disappeared from the art market.

The transformation of painting from an inexpensive to a costly art form reached a crucial stage in the royal
courts of Europe in the seventeenth century, where rulers and aristocrats assembled huge collections, often in
short periods of time. Brown traces this process in Madrid, Paris, London, and Brussels, beginning with the
dispersal of the great English collections in the aftermath of the Civil War, including those of Charles I, the
Earl of Arundel, and the Dukes of Buckingham and Hamilton. Hundreds of great pictures were all at once
available to continental collectors and were acquired by Cardinal Jules Mazarin, Louis XIV of France,
Archduke Leopold William of Austria, and Philip IV of Spain, as well as lesser-known collectors, including
Everhard Jabach and Luis de Haro. Through comparative analysis of collecting and collectors at these courts,
Brown explains the formation of new attitudes toward pictures, as well as the mechanisms that supported the
enterprise of collecting, including the emergence of the art dealer, the development of connoisseurship, and
the publication of sumptuous picture books of various collections.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Gullett:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will require this Kings and Connoisseurs.

Raymond Phillips:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Kings and Connoisseurs book as nice and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Mary Perry:

This Kings and Connoisseurs tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The explanation of this Kings and Connoisseurs can be one of several great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that might be will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Kings and Connoisseurs giving you
an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Leslie Bennett:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual
book that recommended for your requirements is Kings and Connoisseurs this reserve consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown
up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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