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Drawing on more than 30 years of experience in ceramics, author Vince Pitelka has created the most
practical, all-inclusive studio handbook for students, studio artists, educators and all those interested in the
art of clay. The ten chapters in Clay: A Studio Handbook address the full range of ceramic processes, and
bring a lifetime of ceramic knowledge directly into the hands of potters. Concerned about safe and efficient
studio operation, Pitelka pays diligent attention to safety practices.
Professional potters, students, teachers even serious weekend potters will find this book is their single best
resource for gaining, retaining, and expanding a solid understanding of clay. And after that, this book helps
you move your work forward, with detailed descriptions of techniques you may have tried and abandoned, or
techniques you've been yearning to try out but didn't have clear guidelines for.
Nothing on earth is more essential, more organic, more basic than clay. Children play in the dirt. They make
mudpies. Kids like that (if they're lucky) grow up to be potters like us. We have a freedom that's often hard
to put into words a freedom to express joy, sorrow, hope, whimsy, and more in a medium that flows beneath
our fingers like a river of creativity. When it dries, we coat it in the color of our own imagination and
relinquish it to another of nature's most basic elements: fire. What comes out of the cooled kiln is a snapshot
in time, a moment of history forever frozen in its place a beautiful piece in the present that could easily
become an artifact of the past in a future we may never see.
As potters, as artists, we don't always see ourselves as playing a crucial role in history. But, then, neither did
the first people who put hand to clay and made the first artistic expression of the human spirit in a form you
could hold in your hand. Many of us work on instinct, on intuition beyond our time. But even with
inspiration, the laws of physics still hold sway over the clay, and the more we know about its properties and
potential, the farther we can take our work. There is such a vast amount of knowledge you need to excel as a
ceramics artist, and no one head can hold all that information.
And what if you're serious, but not a professional? Clay: A Studio Handbook is like having a giant secret
stash of Albany slip hidden away in your studio (see pages 5 and 146 to see why that would be an
advantage). Clay: A Studio Handbook answers life's most pressing questions in the field of clay:
Why does my beautifully shaped bowl come out of the kiln twisted?
How do I incorporate more color into my work without glazing my pieces to death?
When are my pieces dry enough to fire? Can I accelerate the drying process without putting my work at risk?
What do I do when everything I throw comes off the wheel and heads right back into the recycling pile?
Where do I begin to set up my own studio?
Who can help me solve the big problems and the little ones?
The author, Vince Pitelka, is an established ceramics artist. With more than 30 years of experience, Pitelka
answers your questions about materials, studio safety, tools, equipment, clay and glaze mixes, firing
processes and techniques, and more.
Pitelka's descriptions and explanations cover every area of ceramics you can imagine, from pinch pots to
studio setup to manageable marketing. Brush up on techniques as diverse as nerikomi (p. 118) and mishima
(p. 108), or explore an unconventional approach to slab building.
This is the most practical, hands-on reference book on clay you can own. Whether you're a seasoned
professional, a teacher, a student, or a determined dabbler, this book is a valuable resource you don't want to
be without. You'll go back to it again and again.
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From reader reviews:

Arnold Grigg:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Clay: A Studio Handbook to
read.

Janice Oconnell:

This Clay: A Studio Handbook usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The reason why of this Clay: A Studio Handbook can be one of the great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that maybe will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Clay: A Studio Handbook giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Robert Harriman:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Clay: A Studio Handbook can be fine book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.

Gigi Brown:

Clay: A Studio Handbook can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Clay: A Studio Handbook however
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial considering.
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