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Mechanisms of representation of the cultural Other and their connections with processes of self-expression
constitute the core of China in the Frame. This original ethnographic study of Chinese-themed displays of
artworks in a selection of permanent and temporary exhibitions in Italy highlights specific forms of the
materialisation of ideas of cultural identities. The Other represented by these displays is China, the identity
of which is nowadays perceived by a wider western public, if not unambiguously, at least more closely,
thanks to faster and intensified means of communication and interaction. The representing counterpart is
Italy, the identity of which, far from being firmly univocal, is fragmentary and not rigidly set due to the
country's peculiar socio-historical circumstances. The wide range of case studies brought together in this
book draw attention to the impact of physical and cultural settings, as well as of various exhibitive criteria
and techniques, on different types of manifestations of ideas of China through the medium of museum
display. Adopting an underlying theoretical framework whereby representation is a mimetic operation that
creatively contributes to the transmission of awareness and knowledge of the Other, the book provides a re-
evaluation of the concept of appropriation, emphasising how the recognition of a cultural Other can be
instrumental in the determination of certain modes of self-expression. On this basis, the book also elaborates
a suggestive definition of Italian Orientalism intended as a phenomenon by which while relating to and
trying to represent China, Italy is induced to question and represent its own cultural identity. Through an
analysis of fieldwork data, the book identifies and navigates the long and rich history of many of the
buildings housing the displays, the different ages of the specimens exhibited and the diversity of topics
illustrated, spanning from the artistic and technical achievements of ancient China to the socio-economic
changes of contemporary China. As representations are re-affirmed, developed and changed, the variety of
materials included in the displays play a relevant part in bringing forth the comprehensive and overarching
character of cultural representations in museum contexts.
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From reader reviews:

Marni Elliott:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you
do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just their can
do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need that China in the Frame: Materialising Ideas of China in Italian Museums
to read.

Felix Talarico:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled China in the Frame: Materialising Ideas of China in
Italian Museums can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Gerald Magee:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like China in the Frame:
Materialising Ideas of China in Italian Museums which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.

Flor Rieke:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This China in the Frame: Materialising
Ideas of China in Italian Museums can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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