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Mary Jo Salter’s sparkling new collection, Open Shutters, leads us into a world where things are often not
what they seem. In the first poem, “Trompe l’Oeil,” the shadow-casting shutters on Genoese houses are
made of paint only, an “open lie.” And yet “Who needs to be correct / more often than once a day? / Who
needs real shadow more than play?”

Open Shutters also calls to mind the lens of a camera—in the villanelle “School Pictures” or in the stirring
sequence “In the Guesthouse,” which, inspired by photographs of a family across three generations, offers at
once a social history of America and a love story.

Darkness and light interact throughout the book—in poems about September 11; about a dog named
Shadow; about a blind centenarian who still pretends to read the paper; about a woman shaken by the death
of her therapist. A section of light verse highlights the wit and grace that have long distinguished Salter’s
most serious work.

Fittingly, the volume fools the eye once more by closing with “An Open Book,” in which a Muslim family
praying at a funeral seek consolation in the pages formed by their upturned palms.

Open Shutters is the achievement of a remarkable poet, whose concerns and stylistic range continue to
grow, encompassing ever larger themes, becoming ever more open.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

James Stewart:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Open Shutters is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Daniel Scholz:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Open Shutters book because this book offers you
rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt
in it as you know.

Patricia Howland:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Open Shutters why because the wonderful cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic
as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Everett Dean:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Open Shutters will give you a new experience in reading through a book.
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