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Ten years ago, America's brief love affair with renewable energy sources came to an abrupt end, the victim
of declining oil prices and government indifference. But renewable energy remains the only viable long-term
alternative to depletable and polluting oil, gas, and coal. Cool Energy provides the first major review of
progress in the field of renewable energy technologies - solar, wind, biomass (plant matter), hydroelectric,
and geothermal - since the mid-1980s. It analyzes their near-term and long-term potential to displace fossil
fuels, and illuminates the role they could play in mitigating environmental problems such as air pollution,
acid rain, and global warming.Energy-policy specialist Michael Brower argues that, with the right policies,
renewable energy could provide as much as half of America's energy needs within forty years. He identifies
the market barriers that will have to be removed and argues that if the hidden costs of fossil fuels are taken
into consideration, renewables appear to be a cheaper source of new energy supply than fossil fuels: the
reliability and efficiency of their equipment have improved and the cost of installing, maintaining, and
running renewable systems has declined.Brower devotes a chapter to each renewable energy source,
describes its current application, and discusses its costs. He also analyzes new technologies under
development and assesses their positive and negative attributes. Introductory chapters set renewables in the
context of current energy and environmental policy, and the last chapter outlines steps that can help speed
the transition to a renewable-energy economy.Michael Brower is a physicist and holds the position of
Research Director for the Union of Concerned Scientists.
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From reader reviews:

Ruben Martin:

The book Cool Energy: Renewable Solutions to Environmental Problems can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Cool Energy:
Renewable Solutions to Environmental Problems? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book Cool Energy: Renewable Solutions to Environmental Problems has simple
shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Deemer:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Cool Energy: Renewable Solutions to Environmental Problems book is
readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer involving Cool Energy: Renewable Solutions to Environmental Problems content conveys the thought
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Cool Energy: Renewable Solutions to Environmental
Problems is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Eddie Patten:

This Cool Energy: Renewable Solutions to Environmental Problems are usually reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Cool Energy: Renewable Solutions to
Environmental Problems can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than
just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Cool Energy: Renewable Solutions to Environmental
Problems giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Terry Snider:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Cool Energy: Renewable
Solutions to Environmental Problems to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill
is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle
the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn



it. Beside that the book Cool Energy: Renewable Solutions to Environmental Problems can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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