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We are surrounded with portraits: from the cipher-like portrait of a president on a bank note to security pass
photos; from images of politicians in the media to Facebook; from galleries exhibiting Titian or Leonardo to
contemporary art deploying the self-image, as with Jeff Koons or Cindy Sherman. In antiquity portraiture
was of major importance in the exercise of power. Today it remains not only a part of everyday life, but also
a crucial way for artists to define themselves in relation to their environment and their contemporaries. 
 
In Portrayal and the Search for Identity, Marcia Pointon investigates how we view and understand
portraiture as a genre and how portraits function as artworks within social and political networks. Likeness is
never a straightforward matter, as we rarely have the subject of a portrait as a point of comparison. Featuring
familiar canonical works and little-known portraits, Portrayal seeks to unsettle notions of portraiture as an
art of convention, a reassuring reflection of social realities. Pointon invites readers to consider how identity
is produced pictorially and where likeness is registered apart from in a face. In exploring these issues, she
addresses wide-ranging problems such as the construction of masculinity in dress, representations of slaves,
and self-portraiture in relation to mortality.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Young:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Portrayal and the Search for Identity. Try to stumble
through book Portrayal and the Search for Identity as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Brandon Adams:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Portrayal and the Search for Identity book is readable simply by you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving Portrayal
and the Search for Identity content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking
Portrayal and the Search for Identity is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Pam Gray:

This book untitled Portrayal and the Search for Identity to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Carol Ton:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them
is this Portrayal and the Search for Identity.
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