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This study challenges decades of scholarship on the roots of disfranchisement in America, arguing that
historians have misunderstood the role of race and class in this antidemocratic movement. In 1901 Alabama
adopted a new state constitution intended to strip its black citizens of their voting rights. Alabama was not
the only state that disfranchised blacks; however, it was the only one where the issue was put to a popular
vote by referendum. Glenn Feldman looks anew at the causes and consequences of this landmark event to
revise the misleadingly neat view that historians have handed down to us.

Drawing on court documents, voting statistics, civil rights and labor records, and many other sources,
Feldman shows that the racist appeals of Alabama’s white planters, industrialists, and other conservatives
motivated poor whites in far greater numbers and for more complex reasons than received knowledge
concedes. The seemingly natural allies of blacks, poor whites constituted most of the white opposition to
disfranchisement, says Feldman. Yet the number of poor whites who backed the new constitution was
greater. Ultimately, many would be disfranchised by the very measures they had believed were aimed only at
blacks. In that sense, says Feldman, poor whites were “more parties to their own demise than the mere
victims of circumstance.”

Such conclusions run counter to those associated with historians J. Morgan Kousser, C. Vann Woodward,
and others. Giving new emphasis to race preoccupations where these scholars had focused on class divisions,
Feldman reveals the vitally important role that emotion has played in influencing the political behavior of
white southerners—often to their profound political and economic detriment. The Disfranchisement Myth has
much to say about the tendency of “plain” people in the South—then and now—to allow prejudice and fear
to distract them from the pursuit of their rational political interests.
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From reader reviews:

Tammi Kendrick:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Disfranchisement Myth: Poor Whites and Suffrage Restriction in
Alabama (Choice Outstanding Academic Books). Try to face the book Disfranchisement Myth: Poor Whites
and Suffrage Restriction in Alabama (Choice Outstanding Academic Books) as your good friend. It means
that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jane Nelsen:

This Disfranchisement Myth: Poor Whites and Suffrage Restriction in Alabama (Choice Outstanding
Academic Books) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you receive by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info
which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This Disfranchisement Myth: Poor Whites
and Suffrage Restriction in Alabama (Choice Outstanding Academic Books) without we realize teach the
one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Disfranchisement
Myth: Poor Whites and Suffrage Restriction in Alabama (Choice Outstanding Academic Books) can bring
whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it
in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Disfranchisement Myth: Poor Whites and Suffrage Restriction
in Alabama (Choice Outstanding Academic Books) having very good arrangement in word and also layout,
so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Linda Amato:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Disfranchisement Myth: Poor Whites
and Suffrage Restriction in Alabama (Choice Outstanding Academic Books) that give your fun preference
will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all
of you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Disfranchisement Myth: Poor
Whites and Suffrage Restriction in Alabama (Choice Outstanding Academic Books) become your own
starter.

Gertrude Ponder:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Disfranchisement Myth: Poor Whites and



Suffrage Restriction in Alabama (Choice Outstanding Academic Books) is simple to create you can read it in
the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book,
you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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