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Agrarian Justice by Thomas Paine Complete Edition Agrarian Justice is the title of a pamphlet written by
Thomas Paine and published in 1797, which advocated the use of an estate tax and a tax on land values to
fund a universal old-age and disability pension, as well as a fixed sum to be paid to all citizens on reaching
maturity. It was written in the winter of 1795–96, but remained unpublished for a year, Paine being
undecided whether or not it would be best to wait until the end of the ongoing war with France before
publishing. However, having read a sermon by Richard Watson, the Bishop of Llandaff, which discussed the
"Wisdom ... of God, in having made both Rich and Poor", he felt the need to publish, under the argument
that "rich" and "poor" were arbitrary divisions, not divinely created ones. In response to the private sale of
royal (or common) lands, Paine proposed a detailed plan to tax property owners to pay for the needs of the
poor, which could be considered as the precursor of the modern idea of citizen's income or basic income. The
money would be raised by taxing all direct inheritances at 10%, and "indirect" inheritances – those not going
to close relations – at a somewhat higher rate; this would, he estimated, raise around £5,700,000 per year in
England. Around two-thirds of the fund would be spent on pension payments of £10 per year to every person
over the age of fifty, which Paine had taken as his average adult life expectancy, with most of the remainder
allocated to making fixed payments of £15 to every man and woman on reaching the age of twenty-one, legal
majority. The small remainder would then be able to be used for paying pensions to "the lame and blind".
For context, the average weekly wage of an agricultural labourer was around 9 shillings, which would mean
an annual income of about £23 for an able-bodied man working throughout the year. Additionally, "a one-
time stipend of 15 pounds sterling would be paid to each citizen upon attaining age 21, to give them a start in
life."
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From reader reviews:

Lamont Williams:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Agrarian Justice (Thomas Paine Classics) book is readable by means of you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
involving Agrarian Justice (Thomas Paine Classics) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do
you even now thinking Agrarian Justice (Thomas Paine Classics) is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Jody Tolar:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Agrarian Justice (Thomas Paine
Classics) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Agrarian Justice
(Thomas Paine Classics) as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve
that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Mildred Hall:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Agrarian Justice (Thomas Paine Classics) provide you with a new experience in examining a
book.

Thomas Rice:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve Agrarian Justice (Thomas Paine Classics) was filled with regards to science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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