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How do names attach themselves to particular objects and people and does this connection mean anything?
This is a question which goes as far back as Plato and can still be seen in contemporary society with books of
Names to Give Your Baby or Reader's Digest columns of apt names and professions. For the Renaissance the
vexed question of naming was a subset of the larger but equally vexed subject of language: is language
arbitrary and conventional (it is simply an agreed label for a pre-existing entity) or is it motivated (it creates
the entity which it names)? Shakespeare's Names is a book for language-lovers. Laurie Maguire's witty and
learned study examines names, their origins, cultural attitudes to them, and naming practices across centuries
and continents, exploring what it means for Shakespeare's characters to bear the names they do. She
approaches her subject through close analysis of the associations and use of names in a range of Shakespeare
plays, and in a range of performances. The focus is Shakespeare, and in particular six key plays: Romeo and
Juliet; Comedy of Errors; The Taming of the Shrew; A Midsummer Night's Dream; All's Well that Ends Well;
and Troilus and Cressida. But the book also shows what Shakespeare inherited and where the topic
developed after him. Thus the discussion includes myth, the Bible, Greek literature, psychological analysis,
literary theory, social anthropology, etymology, baptismal trends, puns, different cultures' and periods' social
practice as regards the bestowing and interpreting of names, and English literature in the sixteenth,
seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth centuries; the reader will also find material from
contemporary journalism, film, and cartoons.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Barlow:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Shakespeare's Names (Oxford Shakespeare Topics (Hardcover)), you are able to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

George Hinnenkamp:

The book with title Shakespeare's Names (Oxford Shakespeare Topics (Hardcover)) has lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new
information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of
the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Lorraine Prinz:

This Shakespeare's Names (Oxford Shakespeare Topics (Hardcover)) is great publication for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Shakespeare's Names (Oxford Shakespeare Topics (Hardcover)) in your hand like obtaining the world in
your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or
fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do
you still doubt in which?

Robert Armistead:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Shakespeare's Names (Oxford
Shakespeare Topics (Hardcover)) to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and
learn it. Beside that the guide Shakespeare's Names (Oxford Shakespeare Topics (Hardcover)) can to be your
friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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