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Flannery O’Connor (1925–1964) ranks among the foremost writers of fiction in American literature. Her
short stories, in particular, are considered models of the form. Born in Savannah, O’Connor spent most of her
life in Georgia and infused her work with southern characters, themes, and landscapes. A devout Catholic,
she addressed the mystery of God’s grace in everyday life, often amid the grotesque, the shocking, and the
violent. In this first full-length biography of the writer, Jean W. Cash draws upon extensive interviews with
O’Connor’s friends, relatives, teachers, and colleagues as well as on the writer’s voluminous correspondence
to provide a sensitive, balanced portrait of a fascinating woman.

As Cash demonstrates, O’Connor’s sheltered childhood, extraordinary intellect, spiritual certainty, and
unique personality—including a wry sense of humor—combined not only to make her something of an
outsider but also to foster her literary genius. As a child, her favorite activities were reading, writing stories,
and drawing. Perhaps more unusual was her childhood feat of teaching a rooster to walk backwards. Her
passion for exotic fowl later found expression in the peacock symbolism in her fiction.

The family moved to Milledgeville, Georgia, in 1938, and there O’Connor attended high school and college.
She left the South in 1945 and entered the graduate writing program at the University of Iowa, where she
completed several chapters of her first novel, Wise Blood. She went on to live at the Yaddo writers’ colony
in Saratoga Springs, New York, and she might have spent her most creative years in the North if illness had
not interfered. However, lupus—the same disease that had killed her father—forced her to return to
Milledgeville, where she lived and wrote for the remaining fourteen years of her life under the protective
care of her mother.

The latter chapters of Cash’s biography address O’Connor’s adjustment to her debilitating illness and to a
more circumscribed existence. As Cash explains, she learned to accommodate her mother’s insular outlook,
and in many ways her fiction profited artistically during this period. Her friendships and active
correspondence added to the variety and vitality of her life. She also traveled widely on the lecture circuit
and reviewed books for a local Catholic publication. Even in her illness and relative isolation in
Milledgeville, O’Connor continued to live a richly rewarding and creative life.

The Author: Jean W. Cash is professor of English at James Madison University.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Sparkman:

The book Flannery O'Connor: A Life can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Flannery
O'Connor: A Life? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Flannery
O'Connor: A Life has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Mindy Martinez:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book Flannery O'Connor: A Life was making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication
Flannery O'Connor: A Life is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when
you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
using the book Flannery O'Connor: A Life. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Jarred Chisolm:

The book untitled Flannery O'Connor: A Life contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains
her idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the
new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or
gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Blanche Jackson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to you is Flannery O'Connor: A Life this guide consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this
book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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