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Taking as his point of departure the authors, the audience, and the texts of Victorian writings on sex in
general and of Victorian pornography in particular, Steven Marcus offers a startling and revolutionary
perspective on the underside of Victorian culture. The subjects dealt with in "The Other Victorians" are not
only those to have been "shocking" in the Victorian period. The way these subjects were regarded - and the
way our notions of the Victorians continue to change, as the efforts of contemporary scholarship restore them
to their full historical dimensions - are matters today of some surprise and wonder.Making use, for the first
time, of the extensive collection of Victoriana at the Kinsey Institute for Sex Research, Marcus first
examines the writings of Dr. William Acton, who may be said to represent the "official views" of sexuality
held by Victorian society, and of Henry Spencer Ashbee, the first and most important bibliographer-scholar
of pornography. He then turns to the most significant work of its kind from the period, the eleven-volume
anonymous autobiography "My Secret Life". There follows an analysis of four pornographic Victorian
novels - an analysis that throws an oblique but fascinating light on the classics of Victorian literature - and a
review of the odd flood of Victorian publications devoted to flagellation. The book concludes with a chapter
propounding a general theory of pornography as a sociological phenomenon.With the publication of "The
Other Victorians", understanding of this period took a giant stride forward. Most of the writers and writings
discussed by Marcus belong to Victorian sub-literature rather than to literature proper; in this way the work
remains connected to a consideration of the exotic sub-literature. A brilliantly written book in its own right,
this work transformed the study of the Victorian period as did no other.
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From reader reviews:

Eloisa Hurd:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that improve
your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read, if you want
drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the [(The Other Victorians: A Study
of Sexuality and Pornography in Mid-nineteenth-century England)] [Author: Steven Marcus] published on
(December, 2009) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Sherry Stevens:

The guide with title [(The Other Victorians: A Study of Sexuality and Pornography in Mid-nineteenth-
century England)] [Author: Steven Marcus] published on (December, 2009) includes a lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how
the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important
to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

James Gabriel:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is [(The Other Victorians: A Study of Sexuality and Pornography in Mid-
nineteenth-century England)] [Author: Steven Marcus] published on (December, 2009) this reserve consist a
lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of
you.

Morris Sampson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of [(The Other Victorians: A Study of
Sexuality and Pornography in Mid-nineteenth-century England)] [Author: Steven Marcus] published on
(December, 2009) can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have thing that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to



get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have [(The Other Victorians: A Study
of Sexuality and Pornography in Mid-nineteenth-century England)] [Author: Steven Marcus] published on
(December, 2009).
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