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In A People’s War on Poverty, Wesley G. Phelps investigates the on-the-ground implementation of President
Lyndon Johnson’s War on Poverty during the 1960s and 1970s. He argues that the fluid interaction between
federal policies, urban politics, and grassroots activists created a significant site of conflict over the meaning
of American democracy and the rights of citizenship that historians have largely overlooked. In Houston in
particular, the War on Poverty spawned fierce political battles that revealed fundamental disagreements over
what democracy meant, how far it should extend, and who should benefit from it. Many of the program’s
implementers took seriously the federal mandate to empower the poor as they pushed for a more
participatory form of democracy that would include more citizens in the political, cultural, and economic life
of the city.

At the center of this book are the vitally important but virtually forgotten grassroots activists who
administered federal War on Poverty programs, including church ministers, federal program volunteers,
students, local administrators, civil rights activists, and the poor themselves. The moderate Great Society
liberalism that motivated the architects of the federal programs certainly galvanized local antipoverty
activists in Houston. However, their antipoverty philosophy was driven further by prophetic religious
traditions and visions of participatory democracy and community organizing championed by the New Left
and iconoclastic figures like Saul Alinsky. By focusing on these local actors, Phelps shows that grassroots
activists in Houston were influenced by a much more diverse set of intellectual and political traditions,
fueling their efforts to expand the meaning of democracy. Ultimately, this episode in Houston’s history
reveals both the possibilities and the limits of urban democracy in the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Sea:

This A People's War on Poverty: Urban Politics and Grassroots Activists in Houston is great guide for you
because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can
point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having A People's War on Poverty: Urban Politics and Grassroots Activists in Houston
in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Eugene Barnum:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The A People's
War on Poverty: Urban Politics and Grassroots Activists in Houston provide you with a new experience in
examining a book.

Betty Perez:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A People's War on Poverty: Urban
Politics and Grassroots Activists in Houston can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You
are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these guides have than the others?

Joan Stump:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but novel and A People's War on Poverty: Urban Politics
and Grassroots Activists in Houston as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher
or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes A People's War on Poverty: Urban Politics and Grassroots
Activists in Houston to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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