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The first Japanese immigrants to the United States came to Hawaii to work on sugar plantations, quickly
followed by others who came to mainland cities. Their images of America were formed by popular
guidebooks with titles such as Mysterious America and Come, Japanese! that promised, "Gold, silver, and
gems are scattered on [the] streets. If you can figure out a way of picking them up, you'll become rich
instantly." The Japanese arrived with the hope of making a better life for themselves. Their experiences,
however, were often far different from what they had expected.
The Japanese American Family Album documents the lives of generations of Japanese immigrants through
their own diaries, letters, interviews, photographs, articles from newspapers and magazines, and personal
reflections. This personal history tells us--in their own words--what it was like to leave the beloved
homeland for a life as different from life at home as could be imagined. The Issei--members of the first
generation of Japanese immigrants--faced racial prejudice and even laws that effectively stopped Japanese
immigration from 1924 until 1965. By then there were well over 100,000 Japanese immigrants on the U.S.
mainland who daily faced unfamiliar customs, terrible working conditions, and strong anti-Japanese
sentiment. Even in the face of such adversity, Japanese Americans formed labor unions, successfully
purchased land and built farms, and established flourishing communities in Los Angeles, Sacramento,
Fresno, Portland, Seattle, Tacoma, and Salt Lake City, as well as the Hawaiian cities of Honolulu and Hilo.
The very success of these farmers and other Japanese immigrants caused jealousy and fear, and the Album
also tells of anti-Japanese groups, boycotts against Japanese shops and businesses, discriminatory laws, and
even violence. With World War II came the nightmare of the concentration camps, and then the struggle to
heal the many wounds caused by internment.
A strong sense of family, religion, and a resilient spirit allowed Japanese Americans to survive the prejudice
in their new homeland. Profiles of noted Japanese Americans such as Daniel K. Inouye, Patsy Takemoto
Mink, and astronaut Ellison S. Onizuka are testaments to the success the Japanese American community has
achieved. The heartfelt words and remarkable family photos in The Japanese American Family Album tell a
true American story that is an important part of our history.
Eighty-eight year old Osuke Takizawa, who emigrated to the U.S. as a young man, says in The Japanese
American Family Album, "I believe children and grandchildren must know the way their grandparents
walked." The precious stories and pictures of the Japanese Americans from our past and present show us the
way.
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From reader reviews:

Julius Montanez:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take The Japanese American Family Album (American Family Albums) as
your daily resource information.

Jeanne Crank:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Japanese
American Family Album (American Family Albums) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
well-known writer in this era. The book untitled The Japanese American Family Album (American Family
Albums)is the one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this
book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world in this particular book.

Teresa Hunter:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the information
or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Japanese American Family Album (American Family Albums), you could tells your family, friends as well
as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Margo Soares:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is usually The Japanese American Family Album (American Family Albums).
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