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Writing studies has been dominated throughout its history by grand narratives of the discipline, but in this
volume Bruce McComiskey begins to explore microhistory as a way to understand, enrich, and complicate
how the field relates to its past. Microhistory investigates the dialectical interaction of social history and
cultural history, enabling historians to examine uncommon sites, objects, and agents of historical
significance overlooked by social history and restricted to local effects by cultural history. This approach to
historical scholarship is ideally suited for exploring the complexities of a discipline like composition.

Through an introduction and eleven chapters, McComiskey and his contributors—including major figures in
the historical research of writing studies, such as Louise Wetherbee Phelps, Kelly Ritter, and Neal
Lerner—develop focused narratives of particular significant moments or themes in disciplinary history. They
introduce microhistorical methodologies and illustrate their application and value for composition historians,
contributing to the complexity and adding momentum to the emerging trend within writing studies toward a
richer reading of the field’s past and future. Scholars and historians of both composition and rhetoric will
appreciate the fresh perspectives on institutional and disciplinary histories and larger issues of rhetorical
agency and engagement enacted in writing classrooms that are found in Microhistories of Composition.

Other contributors include Cheryl E. Ball, Suzanne Bordelon, Jacob Craig, Matt Davis, Douglas Eyman,
Brian Gogan, David Gold, Christine Martorana, Bruce McComiskey, Josh Mehler, Annie S. Mendenhall,
Kendra Mitchell, Antony N. Ricks, David Stock, Kathleen Blake Yancey, Bret Zawilski, and James T.
Zebroski.
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From reader reviews:

Ila Petty:

The book Microhistories of Composition can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Microhistories of
Composition? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many
info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Microhistories of
Composition has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem
the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

James Robicheaux:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Microhistories of Composition is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Devin Glass:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the information
or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Microhistories of
Composition, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a book.

Joseph Myrick:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing
you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be
the guide untitled Microhistories of Composition can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity
to you.
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