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Jennifer Wunder makes a strong case for the importance of hermeticism and the secret societies to an
understanding of John Keats's poetry and his speculations about religious and philosophical questions.
Although secret societies exercised enormous cultural influence during the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries, they have received little attention from Romantic scholars. And yet, information about
the societies permeated all aspects of Romantic culture. Groups such as the Rosicrucians and the Freemasons
fascinated the reading public, and the market was flooded with articles, pamphlets, and books that discussed
the societies's goals and hermetic philosophies, debated their influence, and drew on their mythologies for
literary inspiration. Wunder recovers the common knowledge about the societies and offers readers a first
look at the role they played in the writings of Romantic authors in general and Keats in particular. She argues
that Keats was aware of the information available about the secret societies and employed hermetic
terminology and imagery associated with these groups throughout his career. As she traces the influence of
these secret societies on Keats's poetry and letters, she offers readers a new perspective not only on Keats's
writings but also on scholarship treating his religious and philosophical beliefs. While scholars have tended
either to consider Keats's aesthetic and religious speculations on their own terms or to adopt a more historical
approach that rejects an emphasis on the spiritual for a materialist interpretation, Wunder offers us a middle
way. Restoring Keats to a milieu characterized by simultaneously worldly and mythological propensities, she
helps to explain if not fully reconcile the insights of both camps.
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From reader reviews:

Crystal Freeman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Keats, Hermeticism, and the Secret Societies (The Nineteenth Century).
Try to stumble through book Keats, Hermeticism, and the Secret Societies (The Nineteenth Century) as your
pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Geraldine Schrader:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed
Keats, Hermeticism, and the Secret Societies (The Nineteenth Century)? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Rodolfo Buker:

The book Keats, Hermeticism, and the Secret Societies (The Nineteenth Century) make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a
book Keats, Hermeticism, and the Secret Societies (The Nineteenth Century) for being your habit, you can
get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or
all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Keats, Hermeticism, and
the Secret Societies (The Nineteenth Century). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication
or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Odelia Dennis:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Keats, Hermeticism, and the Secret Societies (The Nineteenth Century) this book
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is
the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made



some research when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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