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Understanding the Chinese Language provides a vibrant and comprehensive introduction to contemporary
Chinese linguistics. Combining an accessible style with an in-depth treatment of the topics at hand, it uses
clear, full descriptions and vivid, modern examples to systematically take students through the phonology,
vocabulary, grammar, discourse structures and pragmatics of modern Chinese. No prior knowledge of
Chinese or linguistics is required.

Features include:

Six detailed chapters covering the core linguistic aspects of the modern Chinese language, such as words,●

content units, sentences, speech acts, sentence-final particles and neologisms
User-friendly comparisons and contrasts between English and Chinese throughout the text, helping to●

clearly explain important complexities and nuances of the Chinese language
Clear, accessible explanations and insightful analysis of topics and linguistic devices, supported by many●

helpful examples, diagrams and tables
Vivid and relevant examples drawn from real-life contemporary sources such as internet news reports,●

social networks like Sino Weibo, online forums and TV reality shows, offering fascinating perspectives on
modern Chinese media, culture and society
Pioneering coverage of Chinese new words and the social phenomena they reveal●

Additional exercises and four supplementary chapters covering Chinese syllables, idioms, discourse and●

culture available for free download at http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415634885/ 

Written by a highly experienced instructor, researcher and linguist, Understanding the Chinese Language
will be essential reading for undergraduate and postgraduate students taking courses in Chinese linguistics. It
will also be of interest to anyone interested in learning more about Chinese language and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Flynn:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book Understanding the Chinese Language: A
Comprehensive Linguistic Introduction (English and Chinese Edition) has been making you to know about
other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The
reserve Understanding the Chinese Language: A Comprehensive Linguistic Introduction (English and
Chinese Edition) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship with all the book Understanding the Chinese Language: A Comprehensive Linguistic
Introduction (English and Chinese Edition). You never sense lose out for everything should you read some
books.

Becky Pope:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Understanding the Chinese Language: A Comprehensive
Linguistic Introduction (English and Chinese Edition) as the daily resource information.

Timothy Hawkins:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the
information much easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example:
internet, paper, book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of
book. Often the book that recommended to you personally is Understanding the Chinese Language: A
Comprehensive Linguistic Introduction (English and Chinese Edition) this publication consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Sunny Weaver:

Beside this specific Understanding the Chinese Language: A Comprehensive Linguistic Introduction
(English and Chinese Edition) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't



end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Understanding the Chinese Language: A Comprehensive Linguistic Introduction (English and Chinese
Edition) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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