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What is "race"? A biological fact, a social construction, or an assumed disguise? In Masks: Blackness, Race
and the Imagination, acclaimed novelist and critic Adam Lively offers a brilliant exploration of how the
concept of blackness has evolved in Western thought and literature, and how changing notions of racial
identity helped to shape modern consciousness.
Lively traces ideas of racial difference to their earliest expressions in European culture, at the time of the
Europeans' first encounters with African and American peoples, and follows these ideas to their current
incarnations in contemporary America and the Caribbean. He explores the various and sometimes reversible
ways in which racial identity has functioned as a mask: the pure white soul inside the black person; the
primitive, dark soul ready to break through the civilized white veneer; the "invisible" black whose identity
consists of projected white fears. Examining a wide range of works over the last three centuries--including
slave autobiographies, sentimental romances, propagandist verse, natural history, jazz (which he calls "a
music of disguises") and such 20th-century writers as Jean Genet, Joseph Conrad, Richard Wright, James
Baldwin, Ralph Ellison, John Updike, Eugene O'Neill, and others--Lively explores the fluidity of racial
identity. He argues that the modernist concern with the uncertainties of identity and indeed that modernism's
relativistic, ironic, pluralistic, and perpetually questioning characteristics are derived largely from black
experience of a shifting sense of self.
Lucidly written and covering an enormous historical expanse, Masks uncovers the changing ways we have
tried to understand the elusive and often illusory nature of racial identity.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Harlow:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Masks:
Blackness, Race, and the Imagination? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have other opinion?

Christy McCurry:

The book Masks: Blackness, Race, and the Imagination gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Masks:
Blackness, Race, and the Imagination to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
available and read a book Masks: Blackness, Race, and the Imagination. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Daphne Shew:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Masks: Blackness, Race, and the Imagination book is readable
by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
associated with Masks: Blackness, Race, and the Imagination content conveys thinking easily to understand
by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different in the
form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Masks: Blackness, Race, and the Imagination is not loveable to
be your top checklist reading book?

Ashley Johnson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This publication Masks: Blackness, Race, and the Imagination was filled
regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which
you wanted.
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