
Medieval Damascus: Plurality and Diversity in an
Arabic Library: The Ashrafiya Library Catalogue

(Edinburgh Studies in Classical Islamic History
and Culture EUP)

Konrad Hirschler

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=147440877X
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=147440877X
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=147440877X


Medieval Damascus: Plurality and Diversity in an Arabic
Library: The Ashrafiya Library Catalogue (Edinburgh Studies
in Classical Islamic History and Culture EUP)

Konrad Hirschler

Medieval Damascus: Plurality and Diversity in an Arabic Library: The Ashrafiya Library Catalogue
(Edinburgh Studies in Classical Islamic History and Culture EUP) Konrad Hirschler
The written text was a pervasive feature of cultural practices in the medieval Middle East. At the heart of
book circulation stood libraries that experienced a rapid expansion from the twelfth century onwards. While
the existence of these libraries is well known, our knowledge of their content and structure has been very
limited as hardly any medieval Arabic catalogues have been preserved. This book discusses the largest and
earliest medieval library of the Middle East for which we have documentation - the Ashrafiya library in the
very centre of Damascus - and edits its catalogue. The catalogue shows that even book collections attached
to Sunni religious institutions could hold very diverse titles, including Mu'tazilite theology, Shi'ite prayers,
medical handbooks, manuals for traders, stories from the 1001 Nights, and texts extolling wine consumption.
At the same time this library catalogue decisively expands our knowledge of how books were thematically
and spatially organised on the shelves of such a large medieval library.

Listing over two thousand books the Ashrafiya catalogue is essential reading for anybody interested in the
cultural and intellectual history of Arabic societies. Setting it into a comparative perspective with
contemporaneous libraries on the British Isles opens new perspectives for the study of medieval libraries.
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Fernandez:

The book Medieval Damascus: Plurality and Diversity in an Arabic Library: The Ashrafiya Library
Catalogue (Edinburgh Studies in Classical Islamic History and Culture EUP) gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book
Medieval Damascus: Plurality and Diversity in an Arabic Library: The Ashrafiya Library Catalogue
(Edinburgh Studies in Classical Islamic History and Culture EUP) to become your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like available and read a e-book Medieval Damascus: Plurality and
Diversity in an Arabic Library: The Ashrafiya Library Catalogue (Edinburgh Studies in Classical Islamic
History and Culture EUP). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Mark Gibson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Medieval Damascus: Plurality and Diversity in an
Arabic Library: The Ashrafiya Library Catalogue (Edinburgh Studies in Classical Islamic History and
Culture EUP) seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Medieval Damascus: Plurality and Diversity
in an Arabic Library: The Ashrafiya Library Catalogue (Edinburgh Studies in Classical Islamic History and
Culture EUP) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book
Medieval Damascus: Plurality and Diversity in an Arabic Library: The Ashrafiya Library Catalogue
(Edinburgh Studies in Classical Islamic History and Culture EUP). You never feel lose out for everything if
you read some books.

Tony Sanford:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which you should start with. This Medieval Damascus: Plurality and Diversity in an
Arabic Library: The Ashrafiya Library Catalogue (Edinburgh Studies in Classical Islamic History and
Culture EUP) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.



Timothy Wingo:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Medieval Damascus:
Plurality and Diversity in an Arabic Library: The Ashrafiya Library Catalogue (Edinburgh Studies in
Classical Islamic History and Culture EUP) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Medieval Damascus: Plurality and Diversity in an Arabic Library:
The Ashrafiya Library Catalogue (Edinburgh Studies in Classical Islamic History and Culture EUP)is the
one of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in
the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world on this book.
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